
THE FELLOWSHIP:

LOCAL CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP



WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS 
OF THE CHURCH?

“And they devoted themselves to the apostle’s 

teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers.”

- Acts 2:42
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• The Apostle’s Teaching:

• Public Preaching. Public Reading. 

• Church Polity. Statement of Faith.

• The Fellowship:

• Local Church Membership. Accountability. Serving.
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• A Club.

• A Service Provider.

• An Option.

• A Part of the Christian Life.
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THE LOCAL CHURCH IS…

• The focal point of the lived-out life of Christ:

• The local church is where saints are fed & equipped.

• The local church is where believers are kept on track.

• The local church is where serving emanates & flows.

• The local church is where Christ’s authority is manifest.



THE CHURCH AUTHORITY

“[Christ] is the head of the body, the church.”

- Colossians 1:18



THE CHURCH BODY

“We, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another.”

- Romans 12:5



SO HOW IS THIS 

AUTHORITY AND BODY 

MAINTAINED?



THROUGH “IDENTITY”

• Think of The Human Body. (1 Corinthians 12)

• Think of Citizenship. (Philippians 3-4)

• Think Adoption. (Galatians 4-6)

• Think of The Household. (Ephesians 2-6)

• Think of The Family. (1 John 2)



LOCAL BODY IDENTITY

• “The church in Jerusalem” (Acts 8:1)

• “They met with the church” in Antioch (Acts 11:26)

• “The elders of the church” in Ephesus (Acts 20:17)

• “To the church of God that is in Corinth” (1 Cor 1:2)

• “To the churches of Galatia” (Gal 1:2)

• “To the church of the Thessalonians” (1 Thess 1:1)



IDENTITY AND BOUNDARY

• Early Church Pattern: Repent-Baptized-Added (Acts 2:37-41)

• Early Church Assembly: “When you come together” (1 Cor

11:17-18, 33)

• In vs. Out. “Included vs. Removed.” (1 Corinthians 5:2)

• “Enrolled.” (1 Timothy 5:9)

• OT Census, Camp & Companies: Numbers 1-2



LOCAL CHURCH = THE FLOCK

“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 

in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers to care 

for the church of God.”

- Acts 20:28



LOCAL CHURCH = THE FLOCK

“Shepherd the flock of God that is among you.”

- 1 Peter 5:2



LOCAL CHURCH = THE FLOCK

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are 

keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have 

to give an account.”

- Hebrews 13:17
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LOCAL CHURCH COMMITMENT

• Commitment to one another. (Romans 12:4-5)

• Commitment in a “commitment-phobic” culture.

• 1st Century vs. 21st Century. (Acts 2 vs. Acts 29)

• “My membership is vertical”

• “Are you keeping attendance?”

• “I prefer…”

• Commitment is Devotion. “They devoted themselves to… the 
fellowship.” (Acts 2:42)



FINAL THOUGHTS

• Membership is not about putting up an unbiblical standard… 

…but rather, the biblical implication following salvation.
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FINAL THOUGHTS

• Membership is not about putting up an unbiblical standard… 

…but rather, the biblical implication following salvation.

• Membership is not about joining a local church… 

…but rather, submitting to a local church.

• Membership is necessary for every local church…

• …but it does not look exactly the same in every local church.



WBC MEMBERSHIP COVENANT



QUESTIONS?


